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Statement Regarding Filing of the Ernst Appeal

WHITEHOUSE STATION, N.J., Sept. 20, 2006 - Merck & Co., Inc. has filed its notice of appeal
in the Ernst case in Texas state court. Among several independent grounds for reversal, the

Company will argue that there was insufficient evidence that Mr. Ernst suffered an injury due to
VIOXX and that it was improper to allow testimony by a previously undisclosed witness midway

through the trial. In the interim, as required under Texas law, the Company has posted a bond.

About Merck

Merck & Co., Inc. is a global research-driven pharmaceutical company dedicated to
putting patients first. Established in 1891, Merck currently discovers, develops, manufactures
and markets vaccines and medicines to address unmet medical needs. The Company devotes
extensive efforts to increase access to medicines through far-reaching programs that not only
donate Merck medicines but help deliver them to the people who need them. Merck also
publishes unbiased health information as a not-for-profit service. For more information, visit

www.merck.com.

Forward-Looking Statement

This statement contains “forward-looking statements” as that term is defined in the
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are based on
management's current expectations and involve risks and uncertainties, which may cause
results to differ materially from those set forth in the statements. The forward-looking
statements may include statements regarding product development, product potential or
financial performance. No forward-looking statement can be guaranteed, and actual results
may differ materially from those projected. Merck undertakes no obligation to publicly update
any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events, or
otherwise. Forward-looking statements in this statement should be evaluated together with the
many uncertainties that affect Merck’s business, particularly those mentioned in the cautionary
statements in Item 1 of Merck’'s Form 10-K for the year ended Dec. 31, 2005, and in its periodic
reports on Form 10-Q and Form 8-K, which the Company incorporates by reference.
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