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													Who we are

													Learn more
									

		
			Contact us
			
				Worldwide
				Countries outside of the United States and Canada.
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            Research > Clinical trials
            
            Clinical trials


                            Clinical trials help identify potential new treatments to improve people’s health and save lives. Our progress is due in large part to the important and tough scientific questions we set out to answer with our trials and collaborations.



            
                    

    





    
        
        

    








	
		
			
			What are clinical trials?


							
Clinical trials are research studies with volunteers designed to learn more about how our bodies respond to potential new medicines or treatments. We’re grateful to the thousands of volunteers who participate in our clinical trials — making our research possible.


						
			 
				

											Find a trial
					
										
				

					

	





What clinical trials do and why they're needed




Clinical trials test medicines, vaccines or medical devices that are in development to see to see if they're safe and effective. It may take many clinical trials all around the world to understand which treatments work and how they work. New treatments are tested in clinical trials before government agencies can approve them for doctors to prescribe to people.




Clinical trials are a key part of the drug development process and our goal to:
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Help save and improve lives
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Learn more about how our bodies respond to investigational treatments
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Find new and better ways of advancing science








Reasons to consider participating in a clinical trial
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 Trial participants will: 
	 Learn more about their health condition and take an active role in their own health care 
	 Help future patients by advancing medical research 

 



You're never required to join or complete a clinical trial. Trials are volunteer-only, and you may leave a trial at any time. 

Risks include:




	Unwanted side effects
	The treatment may not work
	You may not receive the new treatment being studied 
	Extra time and attention needed for trial-related tasks and visits









Learn more about how to join a clinical trial
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            There are clinical trials in progress


                            Our medical advances can only happen through the efforts of many people, especially those who volunteer for clinical trials. They’re our partners in research.
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            Expanded Access Programs (EAP)


                            Participation in clinical trials is a primary route by which patients get access to investigational medicines and contribute to the collection of safety and efficacy data needed to support regulatory approval worldwide. For patients with a serious or life-threatening condition who are ineligible or unable to participate in a clinical trial, use of an expanded access program may be an option.
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            Policies and perspectives


                            We’re committed to disclosing balanced, complete and accurate information about our registered clinical trials of marketed products, regardless of outcome.
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                            We're committed to diversity in clinical trials

            
                            
Clinical trials rely on people who volunteer to be trial participants. It’s vital that these people come from diverse backgrounds. That way, the clinical trial can show if the treatment is safe and works for people from different communities.


                        
            
                                    Learn more about diversity in clinical trials
                
                
                            

        

    





The four phases of clinical trials




Clinical trials require four phases, in addition to government review and approval, to ensure the treatment being studied is safe and effective. Each phase answers a different set of questions. See our infographic on how we take a research study from trial to treatment.
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                        Phase 1

                    
                    
                        Questions it may answer:

	Is the treatment safe?
	How much of it is needed?
	Are there any side effects?


Who takes part: A small group (about 20 to 100) of usually healthy people

How long it takes: 6 months to 1 year



                                            

                
                

            

                    
                
                    
                        Phase 2

                    
                    
                        Questions it may answer: How well does the treatment work? Is it safe and what are the potential side effects? How much of it is needed? Are there any new side effects?

Who takes part: A larger group (about 100 to 500) of healthy people, or people with a certain disease

How long it takes: 6 months to 1 year



                                            

                
                

            

                    
                
                    
                        Phase 3

                    
                    
                        Questions it may answer: How well does the treatment work over time? Is it safe? How much of it is needed? Are there any new side effects? Does the new treatment work better than an existing treatment or a placebo? (A placebo looks like the trial treatment but has no active medication)

Who takes part: A new, larger group (about 1,000–5,000) of people

How long it takes: 1 to 4 or more years



                                            

                
                

            

                    
                
                    
                        Government agency review & approval 

                    
                    
                        Drug maker applies for approval. A treatment must be approved before doctors can prescribe it.



                                            

                
                

            

                    
                
                    
                        Phase 4

                    
                    
                        Questions it may answer: How well does the treatment work over time? Is it safe? How much of it is needed? Are there any new side effects? Does the new treatment work better than an existing treatment or a placebo? (A placebo looks like the trial treatment but has no active medication)

Who takes part: A large group (thousands) of people who have been prescribed the new treatment

How long it takes: Ongoing for many years
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            Clinical trials take time and resources


                            	A treatment may take several years to move from a phase 1 trial to government approval for doctors to prescribe it
	Clinical trials require financial investment from sponsors. Merck is the sponsor of a variety of clinical trials for various diseases and conditions
	Thousands of people in many countries contribute to clinical trials, including patients, researchers, health care professionals and support staff




            
            
                                                            

        

    




    
        
        

    






Our work in clinical trials





    
        Read our stories

                    We use the power of leading-edge science to save and improve lives around the world.  See the stories behind our work.
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                                                VIDEO: Patient with PAH shares her clinical trial experience 

                        Diagnosed with pulmonary arterial hypertension, Colleen Brunetti knows the importance of participating in clinical trials
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                                                Clinical trials & the power of diversity

                        Advancing science powered by greater diversity in our clinical research
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                                                Podcast: How to bridge diversity gaps in cancer clinical trials

                        Luther Clark talks with Lazarex Cancer Foundation's Dana Dornsife and Marya Shegog about increasing access among historically underrepresented communities

                    

                

                        
                    
                                                    

                                            

                    
                                                

                        

                    

                

            


    
        
                            

                            

                            

                            

                    


        
            
                
	








                
	

                [image: Pause]
                [image: Play]
            

        
    

	



		
	




    Related links

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                        
                        [image: related content image #1]
                    
                

                
                    Patients & caregivers

                    We’re here to help you get the information you need to guide you on your health journey.
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                    We’re focused on discovering new solutions for today and the future. 
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                    Research

                    The journey to discovery is guided by science — and inspired by patients.
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                    For patients and health care professionals
                    	MerckHelps

                            Merck Patient Assistance Program provides certain Merck medicines and adult vaccines for free to qualified patients
	Merck Access Program

                            Information about insurance coverage and financial assistance options for eligible patients
	Clinical trials

                            Learn about our clinical trials and find available studies
	Merck Manuals

                            Medical information source covering thousands of topics in all fields of medicine


                

            
                            
                    
                    Sustainability
                    	
                                Impact Report
                                                                    

                                    Reporting on our commitment to operating responsibly to benefit society                                                            
	
                                Merck for Mothers
                                                                    

                                    An initiative to create a world where no woman has to die giving life                                                            


                

            
                            
                    
                    About Merck
                    	Merck Animal Health

                            The global animal health business unit of Merck
	Health Plan - Transparency in Coverage

                            In compliance with the Consolidated Appropriations Act, learn more about our health plan's pricing information.
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            Forward-looking statement of Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA


            
                This website of Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA (the “company”) includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the safe harbor provisions of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are based upon the current beliefs and expectations of the company’s management and are subject to significant risks and uncertainties. There can be no guarantees with respect to pipeline candidates that the candidates will receive the necessary regulatory approvals or that they will prove to be commercially successful. If underlying assumptions prove inaccurate or risks or uncertainties materialize, actual results may differ materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements. 



 
Risks and uncertainties include but are not limited to, general industry conditions and competition; general economic factors, including interest rate and currency exchange rate fluctuations; the impact of pharmaceutical industry regulation and health care legislation in the United States and internationally; global trends toward health care cost containment; technological advances, new products and patents attained by competitors; challenges inherent in new product development, including obtaining regulatory approval; the company’s ability to accurately predict future market conditions; manufacturing difficulties or delays; financial instability of international economies and sovereign risk; dependence on the effectiveness of the company’s patents and other protections for innovative products; and the exposure to litigation, including patent litigation, and/or regulatory actions.


 
The company undertakes no obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Additional factors that could cause results to differ materially from those described in the forward-looking statements can be found in the company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2023 and the company’s other filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) available at the SEC’s Internet site (www.sec.gov).


No Duty to Update


The information contained in this website was current as of the date presented. The company assumes no duty to update the information to reflect subsequent developments. Consequently, the company will not update the information contained in the website and investors should not rely upon the information as current or accurate after the presentation date.
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                By continuing, you will be directed to a site intended only for residents of the United States and Canada. We are called MSD everywhere, except in the United States and Canada where we are known as Merck & Co Inc, Rahway, NJ USA.
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